Chemical sensitivity and gulf war veterans' illnesses.
Dr. Proctor summarizes the current research literature describing Gulf War (GW) veterans' health issues, particularly as they pertain to chemical sensitivity (CS) and multiple chemical sensitivity (MCS) syndrome. In several studies of GW veterans, using differing criteria and varying assessment measures for CS and MCS, the prevalence rates for CS are reported to be 36-86% in Department of Veterans' Affairs patient populations and 0.8-20% in general cohorts of GW veterans. The rates of MCS are 2-6%. Targeted research is needed to adequately evaluate GW veterans' health concerns and MCS.